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Celebrate our 50th 
Anniversary With Us   

EVENTS

Upcoming Events

Get Involved 
• Autism Awareness Skydive,  

Near Gleneagles – 1st April

• Kiltwalk Glasgow – 29th April

• Scottish Autism Golf Day, St Andrews  
– 4th May

• Walk for Autism, Edinburgh / Glasgow  
– 20th May / 3rd June

• SAS Style Abseil, Forth Rail Bridge  
– 10th June

• Tough Mudder – 16th & 17th June

• Kiltwalk Dundee – 19th August

• Glitter and Gold Ladies Lunch, Glasgow  
– 9th September

• Kiltwalk Edinburgh  
– 16th September

• Great Scottish Run, Glasgow  
– 29th & 30th September

Inspired to organise your own fundraising 
event and need our help? 
Please contact fundraising@scottishautism.org  
or call 01259 720044

Follow us on Twitter and Facebook

 @ScottishAutism

 /scottishautism
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Company Limited by Guarantee. Registered in Scotland No. 81123
Registered Office: Hilton House, Alloa Business Park, 
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Makers Cafe is Now Open
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After months of planning, painting, brainstorming and building,  
Makers is now open!

Makers is a new Scottish Autism community hub in Alloa delivering day 
and vocational opportunities for autistic people and individuals with 
learning disabilities aged 16+ who would otherwise lack opportunities 
to experience a supported working environment.

The project will house a community cafe, shop and gallery, and a 
kitchen garden. We will also host a rolling programme of activities and 
learning opportunities for the people that access this community space.

The Makers team have created a welcoming community space where 
people can meet, eat, socialise and collaborate. 

Makers Cafe is open Tuesday to Saturday: 9:30am-3.00pm  
at the following address: Makers, Unit 3, Makers Village,  
Ludgate, Alloa, FK10 2DE

You can also find out more on their dedicated website:  
www.makersalloa.org

More Inside
Our new Makers cafe

50th Anniversary exhibition 

Upcoming events
Scottish Autism News is produced twice a year.  
If you would like to unsubscribe, please contact us on 
01259 720044 or email marketing@scottishautism.org

Established in 1968 by a group of parents, we are now the largest provider  
of autism-specific services in Scotland and a leading authority and advocate 
for good autism practice.

Throughout our 50th Anniversary year, we are delighted to celebrate  
our past, present and future with many exciting events planned. 

Help us to reach the 1 in 100 autistic people living in Scotland by  
supporting our 50th anniversary fundraising appeal to raise £50,000  
for our Autism Advice Line. The Autism Advice Line relies solely  
on donations and last year our dedicated team of advisors handled over  
1,900 calls offering a direct first response to individuals and families  
often in crisis looking for information, advice and support.

Molly has two autistic sons and calls the Autism Advice Line  
on a regular basis:

“ I normally phone after a particularly challenging time, when I need  
to speak to someone who understands. I don’t think I would have been  
able to cope over the last few years without the Advice Line.  
I’m so grateful that I have Scottish Autism’s on-going support.”

To continue to offer this vital service we need 50 supporters, schools, 
community groups or businesses to raise £1,000 each to reach  
our £50,000 target. Take a look at our 50 fundraising events list online  
at www.scottishautism.org/50_ideas for ways you could become one  
of our appeal superstars.

You could also get involved by taking part in some of our fundraising events, 
which include an Autism Awareness Month Skydive, a Golf Day, our 5K Walk 
for Autism in Edinburgh and Glasgow, and a spectacular Ladies Lunch  
at the Grand Central Hotel in September. 

We would be very grateful for your support. You can make a donation online  
at www.scottishautism.org/get-involved/donate or send a cheque payable  
to ‘Scottish Autism’ for the attention of Fundraising, Scottish Autism,  
Hilton House, Whins Road, Alloa Business Park, Alloa FK10 3SA. Be sure to let 
us know that your donation is for the 50th Anniversary Fundraising Appeal.

Thank you!

Creative Me 

This April for Autism Awareness Month, we are exhibiting a collection 
of artwork at Ocean Terminal in Edinburgh. ‘Creative Me’ is a diverse 
range of pieces, all created by autistic individuals in our services  
to mark Scottish Autism’s 50th Anniversary.

When planning our anniversary exhibition, we looked to celebrate 
through the creation of a collection of fifty artworks, but were 
delighted with the response we received from a larger group of people  
keen to get involved and have the opportunity to showcase their 
creative talents. The artworks are self-expressive pieces,  
artistically created in a variety of media.

The free exhibition will be displayed at the Image Collective Gallery 
within Ocean Terminal in Leith and is open to the public from  
1 – 30 April. Visit www.oceanterminal.com to check the shopping 
centre opening times. There may be other opportunities to see the 
exhibition so look out for more announcements on our website and 
social media throughout the year.

We have a number of events coming up in celebration of our  
50th Anniversary year and for Autism Awareness Month.  
We will also be attending exhibitions held by other organisations. 
Come along and see us at one of these events:

• Enquire Conference, Aberdeen - 21st March

•  Scottish Strategy for Autism Conference, Edinburgh 
– 28th March

•  ‘Creative Me’ art exhibition, Ocean Terminal  
– 1st-30th April

•  Thistles Centre Quiet Hour, Stirling 
– 1st April, 10am-11am

•  Emergency Services Day, Helix Park, Falkirk  
– 4th April

•  Autism Awareness Day with First Bus,  
Stirling Bus Station – 17th April

To keep up to date on our whereabouts follow us on Facebook  
or Twitter or check out our website www.scottishautism.org/events 
for updates!

Professional Events
Education Network Days 
Network Days at New Struan Independent Day and Residential 
School provide a forum for staff working with young autistic people 
to share ideas, resources and good practice, and to find out what is 
happening in local authorities across Scotland. Network Days run 
from 10am – 3pm and places are £60 each. 

16 May 2018

Professional Open Mornings 
Open mornings at New Struan School offer an opportunity for 
professionals to visit the school and learn more about our approach 
to supporting young people with autism to learn and develop.  
The mornings run from 9.30am – 12pm and are free to attend. 

21 May 2018

To book your place at a Network Day or Open Morning,  
visit: www.scottishautism.org/events

50th Anniversary 
Conference
In celebration of our 50th Anniversary, we will be hosting  
a 50th Anniversary Conference, Innovation in Autism Practice:  
The Future is Calling from the 8th - 9th November at the  
Grand Central Hotel in Glasgow. 

Over the last 50 years, our services have evolved in line with our 
growing knowledge of autism practice, and so the aim of our 
conference is to provide a platform for sharing visionary approaches 
to the development of autism practice.

Our programme will be influenced and informed by a contemporary 
view that embraces autism as a developmental difference and focuses 
on a capacity view of the individual. There will be a focus on novel 
practice related research that demonstrates the meaningful 
participation of, or that has been led by autistic individuals. 

The conference will be of interest to Researchers, Practitioners, 
Autistic people, Parents, Carers, Commissioners and Policy makers.

You can find out more about our conference and register your interest 
at www.scottishautismconference.org

We also have a range of sponsorship packages available.  
Please contact fran.miele@scottishautism.org for more information.
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IN THE AREAS

Abbie Centre 
holds a 
Country Night 
Towards the end of November, a group of individuals supported  
within our West of Scotland service took part in the annual  
Abbey Centre social night, with their family and support staff  
coming along to join in the fun. 

A local bluegrass, country and folk band, The Daddy Naggins, 
entertained on the evening and they were joined by some special 
guests- Alistair, Jack and Jaqui. 

The group were delighted to have so many parents come along  
for support and be able to contribute to the event. It was also  
a great opportunity to showcase the latest projects that the group 
have been working on.

An 
Illuminating 
Night Out
During the festive season, Kevin, Amy, Martine, Yvonne and Fiona 
from our supported living service in Dalkeith took a trip to 
Edinburgh to enjoy the Christmas light installation at the  
Botanic Gardens. It was a short but very exciting walk around  
the gardens. The environment was illuminated by a beautifully 
colourful light display and accompanied by soothing music. 

Everyone absolutely loved the experience and shared their thoughts 
on the evening out and the spectacular light show:

IN THE AREAS

What Your Support Means

Autism Awareness Month, 
April 2018

We recently raised funds to transform a music room into  
a Relaxation and Wellbeing Room, at our day service in Tayside.  
The space has been adapted to offer a multi-functional environment 
for weekly music sessions, whilst also promoting relaxation and 
wellbeing to the individuals supported within the local area.

The previously tired room has been transformed with new flooring  
and modernised decor throughout. Fitted window coverings provide 
the option of soft lighting depending on the preferences of the 
individuals using the space. Flexible soft seating and specialist 
furnishings offer an easily adaptable environment that enables 
people to explore relaxation techniques.

Thank you to all our funders for their support, with special thanks to 
Vickie Smith, Heather Munroe and Gavin Smith who took part in their 
local Kiltwalk to fundraise for this project.

We are looking for your support during April  
to raise awareness of autism and help us reach 
more autistic people in Scotland. With many 
exciting events taking place, there are plenty  
of opportunities to get involved; become a 
fundraising superstar by taking part in our Autism Awareness 
Skydive on 1st April or the Kiltwalk Glasgow on 29th April, visit our  
50th Anniversary art exhibition throughout April at Ocean Terminal  
in Leith. Join us for an awareness raising event with First Bus at Stirling 
Bus Station on Tuesday 17th April.

You could even show your support by organising your own fundraising 
event. Please get in touch with the team to discuss your plans!  
Email fundraising@scottishautism.org or call 01259 720044.

Fundraising Highlights
 
Thank you to:
• Everyone who took part in our winter Firewalks, raising over £10,480!

• Elaine Laurie, who held a fancy dress evening in memory  
of her late friend, Janice Tait, raising over £2,040

• Dunblane New Golf Club for their support this year, raising over £1,900 
through hosting a variety of fundraising activities

• To all our supporters who sold tickets for our Winter Raffle,  
sponsored by Inglewood House and Spa, Alloa, raising over £1,470

• Alloa Round Table for their £1,000 donation towards Founder’s House,  
due to open in Alloa this summer 

• CAMRA Forth Valley who fundraised for us during Alloa’s  
Real Ale Festival and raised £750

FUNDRAISING
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Corporate Giving
Thank you to:

•  St. Enoch Centre in Glasgow for choosing us as its Charity Partner and 
will be raising awareness and funds for autism throughout the year

•  Tesco’s Bags of Help for their £3,873 grant towards the  
New Ridgepark Outdoor Gym

•  Ecclesiastical Insurance who are our first team to raise  
£1,000 for our 50th Anniversary Fundraising Appeal to support  
the Autism Advice Line

•  The Dante D Foundation, in partnership 
with Edinburgh based G & Sons Sauce 
Company and Boombarbers, who have 
been fundraising for New Struan School 
and have raised over £600

If you would like to get your business involved with Scottish Autism, 
from volunteering to fundraising, we can work with you to build an 
outstanding partnership while raising awareness of autism.  
Please contact us today at fundraising@scottishautism.org  
for more information about how we can support you.

Moray’s Outdoor  
Wish List 
Our team of practitioners in Elgin have been raising funds to 
enhance the lives of the children and young adults they support  
in their service. Led by Support Worker, Scott Campbell, the team 
contacted local businesses and received some very generous 
donations to be used in an online auction. 

Through the support of the general public bidding online, the team 
were delighted to raise over £2,800 and wish to thank everyone that 
supported and made the auction possible.

With the needs of the individuals they support in mind, the team 
have created a wishlist of items that they hope to purchase. These 
items include gardening equipment and seeds, which will enable 
supported individuals to grow their own vegetables and encourage 
individuals to spend time outdoors. They also hope to purchase 
cycling equipment to encourage opportunities to lead healthier lives.

Robert’s Special 
Christmas Surprise 
Robert, one of the individuals we support within Blue Central, our day 
service in Dunfermline, was recently working hard on a special 
project to create a beautiful new scarf for his mother’s Christmas gift.

In the past, Robert creatively and lovingly knitted a scarf for his mother 
and she was so proud of it that she has worn it every winter since. 
Robert wanted to surprise her by knitting a new scarf that he could 
give her for Christmas. 

As it had been some time since he had knitted anything, he wasn’t 
exactly sure where to start so asked a member of his support team for 
help with this. The staff member supported Robert to choose wool to 
make the scarf from and reminded him how to start the process again. 
In the end, he didn’t need a lot of reminding though as the techniques 
soon came back to him and he loved working on the project on a 
weekly basis.

Robert is very proud of the beautifully finished scarf that he created 
and his mother now has a lovely new winter piece that she can wear 
with pride and remind her of her very talented son.

The Daddy Naggins performing

The Relaxation and Wellbeing room in Tayside

Our vocational day service in Alloa, Art Opportunities, held their 
Christmas Fayre in November which was a Scottish themed exhibition. 
There was a fantastic array of creative pieces on display, ranging from 
hand stitched cushions, textiles and glasswork. The night was a huge 
success and raised the over £730 for the service. Many thanks to 
everyone that came along on the evening to support us! 

One particularly special canvas was auctioned off on the evening,  
which many of the individuals supported within the service had 
contributed to as a group project. 

The canvas took several weeks to complete and was a much talked 
about piece! It was created using a variety of media and unusual  
paint methods where balloons were filled with paint and popped  
to fashion an abstract background. The thistles were then painted  
over the top and worked on by various artists within the group. 

Throughout the creation of this artwork, the support team 
photographed and filmed the process to create a lovely short video  
that can be viewed by visiting Scottish Autism’s Youtube channel.

Art Opportunities 
celebrates Scotland

Some of the items auctioned off

“ Lovely lights!”
- Fiona

“ I thought it was absolutely fantastic. The part I liked 
the most was where I had my picture taken.  
I thought it was gorgeous.”

- Kevin

“ I liked it. I liked the pretend snow  
coming down from the trees.”

- Yvonne

“ It was absolutely brilliant. I liked watching it all.  
The sound was good as well.”

- Martine

“  It was nice, the lights were good.  
I liked the colours.”

- Amy
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over the top and worked on by various artists within the group. 

Throughout the creation of this artwork, the support team 
photographed and filmed the process to create a lovely short video  
that can be viewed by visiting Scottish Autism’s Youtube channel.

Art Opportunities 
celebrates Scotland

Some of the items auctioned off

“ Lovely lights!”
- Fiona

“ I thought it was absolutely fantastic. The part I liked 
the most was where I had my picture taken.  
I thought it was gorgeous.”

- Kevin

“ I liked it. I liked the pretend snow  
coming down from the trees.”

- Yvonne

“ It was absolutely brilliant. I liked watching it all.  
The sound was good as well.”

- Martine

“  It was nice, the lights were good.  
I liked the colours.”

- Amy
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Abbie Centre 
holds a 
Country Night 
Towards the end of November, a group of individuals supported  
within our West of Scotland service took part in the annual  
Abbey Centre social night, with their family and support staff  
coming along to join in the fun. 

A local bluegrass, country and folk band, The Daddy Naggins, 
entertained on the evening and they were joined by some special 
guests- Alistair, Jack and Jaqui. 

The group were delighted to have so many parents come along  
for support and be able to contribute to the event. It was also  
a great opportunity to showcase the latest projects that the group 
have been working on.

An 
Illuminating 
Night Out
During the festive season, Kevin, Amy, Martine, Yvonne and Fiona 
from our supported living service in Dalkeith took a trip to 
Edinburgh to enjoy the Christmas light installation at the  
Botanic Gardens. It was a short but very exciting walk around  
the gardens. The environment was illuminated by a beautifully 
colourful light display and accompanied by soothing music. 

Everyone absolutely loved the experience and shared their thoughts 
on the evening out and the spectacular light show:

IN THE AREAS

What Your Support Means

Autism Awareness Month, 
April 2018

We recently raised funds to transform a music room into  
a Relaxation and Wellbeing Room, at our day service in Tayside.  
The space has been adapted to offer a multi-functional environment 
for weekly music sessions, whilst also promoting relaxation and 
wellbeing to the individuals supported within the local area.

The previously tired room has been transformed with new flooring  
and modernised decor throughout. Fitted window coverings provide 
the option of soft lighting depending on the preferences of the 
individuals using the space. Flexible soft seating and specialist 
furnishings offer an easily adaptable environment that enables 
people to explore relaxation techniques.

Thank you to all our funders for their support, with special thanks to 
Vickie Smith, Heather Munroe and Gavin Smith who took part in their 
local Kiltwalk to fundraise for this project.

We are looking for your support during April  
to raise awareness of autism and help us reach 
more autistic people in Scotland. With many 
exciting events taking place, there are plenty  
of opportunities to get involved; become a 
fundraising superstar by taking part in our Autism Awareness 
Skydive on 1st April or the Kiltwalk Glasgow on 29th April, visit our  
50th Anniversary art exhibition throughout April at Ocean Terminal  
in Leith. Join us for an awareness raising event with First Bus at Stirling 
Bus Station on Tuesday 17th April.

You could even show your support by organising your own fundraising 
event. Please get in touch with the team to discuss your plans!  
Email fundraising@scottishautism.org or call 01259 720044.

Fundraising Highlights
 
Thank you to:
• Everyone who took part in our winter Firewalks, raising over £10,480!

• Elaine Laurie, who held a fancy dress evening in memory  
of her late friend, Janice Tait, raising over £2,040

• Dunblane New Golf Club for their support this year, raising over £1,900 
through hosting a variety of fundraising activities

• To all our supporters who sold tickets for our Winter Raffle,  
sponsored by Inglewood House and Spa, Alloa, raising over £1,470

• Alloa Round Table for their £1,000 donation towards Founder’s House,  
due to open in Alloa this summer 

• CAMRA Forth Valley who fundraised for us during Alloa’s  
Real Ale Festival and raised £750

FUNDRAISING
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Corporate Giving
Thank you to:

•  St. Enoch Centre in Glasgow for choosing us as its Charity Partner and 
will be raising awareness and funds for autism throughout the year

•  Tesco’s Bags of Help for their £3,873 grant towards the  
New Ridgepark Outdoor Gym

•  Ecclesiastical Insurance who are our first team to raise  
£1,000 for our 50th Anniversary Fundraising Appeal to support  
the Autism Advice Line

•  The Dante D Foundation, in partnership 
with Edinburgh based G & Sons Sauce 
Company and Boombarbers, who have 
been fundraising for New Struan School 
and have raised over £600

If you would like to get your business involved with Scottish Autism, 
from volunteering to fundraising, we can work with you to build an 
outstanding partnership while raising awareness of autism.  
Please contact us today at fundraising@scottishautism.org  
for more information about how we can support you.

Moray’s Outdoor  
Wish List 
Our team of practitioners in Elgin have been raising funds to 
enhance the lives of the children and young adults they support  
in their service. Led by Support Worker, Scott Campbell, the team 
contacted local businesses and received some very generous 
donations to be used in an online auction. 

Through the support of the general public bidding online, the team 
were delighted to raise over £2,800 and wish to thank everyone that 
supported and made the auction possible.

With the needs of the individuals they support in mind, the team 
have created a wishlist of items that they hope to purchase. These 
items include gardening equipment and seeds, which will enable 
supported individuals to grow their own vegetables and encourage 
individuals to spend time outdoors. They also hope to purchase 
cycling equipment to encourage opportunities to lead healthier lives.

Robert’s Special 
Christmas Surprise 
Robert, one of the individuals we support within Blue Central, our day 
service in Dunfermline, was recently working hard on a special 
project to create a beautiful new scarf for his mother’s Christmas gift.

In the past, Robert creatively and lovingly knitted a scarf for his mother 
and she was so proud of it that she has worn it every winter since. 
Robert wanted to surprise her by knitting a new scarf that he could 
give her for Christmas. 

As it had been some time since he had knitted anything, he wasn’t 
exactly sure where to start so asked a member of his support team for 
help with this. The staff member supported Robert to choose wool to 
make the scarf from and reminded him how to start the process again. 
In the end, he didn’t need a lot of reminding though as the techniques 
soon came back to him and he loved working on the project on a 
weekly basis.

Robert is very proud of the beautifully finished scarf that he created 
and his mother now has a lovely new winter piece that she can wear 
with pride and remind her of her very talented son.

The Daddy Naggins performing

The Relaxation and Wellbeing room in Tayside

Our vocational day service in Alloa, Art Opportunities, held their 
Christmas Fayre in November which was a Scottish themed exhibition. 
There was a fantastic array of creative pieces on display, ranging from 
hand stitched cushions, textiles and glasswork. The night was a huge 
success and raised the over £730 for the service. Many thanks to 
everyone that came along on the evening to support us! 

One particularly special canvas was auctioned off on the evening,  
which many of the individuals supported within the service had 
contributed to as a group project. 

The canvas took several weeks to complete and was a much talked 
about piece! It was created using a variety of media and unusual  
paint methods where balloons were filled with paint and popped  
to fashion an abstract background. The thistles were then painted  
over the top and worked on by various artists within the group. 
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Celebrate our 50th 
Anniversary With Us   

EVENTS

Upcoming Events

Get Involved 
• Autism Awareness Skydive,  

Near Gleneagles – 1st April

• Kiltwalk Glasgow – 29th April

• Scottish Autism Golf Day, St Andrews  
– 4th May

• Walk for Autism, Edinburgh / Glasgow  
– 20th May / 3rd June

• SAS Style Abseil, Forth Rail Bridge  
– 10th June

• Tough Mudder – 16th & 17th June

• Kiltwalk Dundee – 19th August

• Glitter and Gold Ladies Lunch, Glasgow  
– 9th September

• Kiltwalk Edinburgh  
– 16th September

• Great Scottish Run, Glasgow  
– 29th & 30th September

Inspired to organise your own fundraising 
event and need our help? 
Please contact fundraising@scottishautism.org  
or call 01259 720044

Follow us on Twitter and Facebook

 @ScottishAutism

 /scottishautism

www.scottishautism.org
Company Limited by Guarantee. Registered in Scotland No. 81123
Registered Office: Hilton House, Alloa Business Park, 
Whins Road, Alloa FK10 3SA
Scottish Autism is a charity registered in Scotland, No. SC 009068

LATEST NEWS

Makers Cafe is Now Open
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After months of planning, painting, brainstorming and building,  
Makers is now open!

Makers is a new Scottish Autism community hub in Alloa delivering day 
and vocational opportunities for autistic people and individuals with 
learning disabilities aged 16+ who would otherwise lack opportunities 
to experience a supported working environment.

The project will house a community cafe, shop and gallery, and a 
kitchen garden. We will also host a rolling programme of activities and 
learning opportunities for the people that access this community space.

The Makers team have created a welcoming community space where 
people can meet, eat, socialise and collaborate. 

Makers Cafe is open Tuesday to Saturday: 9:30am-3.00pm  
at the following address: Makers, Unit 3, Makers Village,  
Ludgate, Alloa, FK10 2DE

You can also find out more on their dedicated website:  
www.makersalloa.org

More Inside
Our new Makers cafe

50th Anniversary exhibition 

Upcoming events
Scottish Autism News is produced twice a year.  
If you would like to unsubscribe, please contact us on 
01259 720044 or email marketing@scottishautism.org

Established in 1968 by a group of parents, we are now the largest provider  
of autism-specific services in Scotland and a leading authority and advocate 
for good autism practice.

Throughout our 50th Anniversary year, we are delighted to celebrate  
our past, present and future with many exciting events planned. 

Help us to reach the 1 in 100 autistic people living in Scotland by  
supporting our 50th anniversary fundraising appeal to raise £50,000  
for our Autism Advice Line. The Autism Advice Line relies solely  
on donations and last year our dedicated team of advisors handled over  
1,900 calls offering a direct first response to individuals and families  
often in crisis looking for information, advice and support.

Molly has two autistic sons and calls the Autism Advice Line  
on a regular basis:

“ I normally phone after a particularly challenging time, when I need  
to speak to someone who understands. I don’t think I would have been  
able to cope over the last few years without the Advice Line.  
I’m so grateful that I have Scottish Autism’s on-going support.”

To continue to offer this vital service we need 50 supporters, schools, 
community groups or businesses to raise £1,000 each to reach  
our £50,000 target. Take a look at our 50 fundraising events list online  
at www.scottishautism.org/50_ideas for ways you could become one  
of our appeal superstars.

You could also get involved by taking part in some of our fundraising events, 
which include an Autism Awareness Month Skydive, a Golf Day, our 5K Walk 
for Autism in Edinburgh and Glasgow, and a spectacular Ladies Lunch  
at the Grand Central Hotel in September. 

We would be very grateful for your support. You can make a donation online  
at www.scottishautism.org/get-involved/donate or send a cheque payable  
to ‘Scottish Autism’ for the attention of Fundraising, Scottish Autism,  
Hilton House, Whins Road, Alloa Business Park, Alloa FK10 3SA. Be sure to let 
us know that your donation is for the 50th Anniversary Fundraising Appeal.

Thank you!

Creative Me 

This April for Autism Awareness Month, we are exhibiting a collection 
of artwork at Ocean Terminal in Edinburgh. ‘Creative Me’ is a diverse 
range of pieces, all created by autistic individuals in our services  
to mark Scottish Autism’s 50th Anniversary.

When planning our anniversary exhibition, we looked to celebrate 
through the creation of a collection of fifty artworks, but were 
delighted with the response we received from a larger group of people  
keen to get involved and have the opportunity to showcase their 
creative talents. The artworks are self-expressive pieces,  
artistically created in a variety of media.

The free exhibition will be displayed at the Image Collective Gallery 
within Ocean Terminal in Leith and is open to the public from  
1 – 30 April. Visit www.oceanterminal.com to check the shopping 
centre opening times. There may be other opportunities to see the 
exhibition so look out for more announcements on our website and 
social media throughout the year.

We have a number of events coming up in celebration of our  
50th Anniversary year and for Autism Awareness Month.  
We will also be attending exhibitions held by other organisations. 
Come along and see us at one of these events:

• Enquire Conference, Aberdeen - 21st March

•  Scottish Strategy for Autism Conference, Edinburgh 
– 28th March

•  ‘Creative Me’ art exhibition, Ocean Terminal  
– 1st-30th April

•  Thistles Centre Quiet Hour, Stirling 
– 1st April, 10am-11am

•  Emergency Services Day, Helix Park, Falkirk  
– 4th April

•  Autism Awareness Day with First Bus,  
Stirling Bus Station – 17th April

To keep up to date on our whereabouts follow us on Facebook  
or Twitter or check out our website www.scottishautism.org/events 
for updates!

Professional Events
Education Network Days 
Network Days at New Struan Independent Day and Residential 
School provide a forum for staff working with young autistic people 
to share ideas, resources and good practice, and to find out what is 
happening in local authorities across Scotland. Network Days run 
from 10am – 3pm and places are £60 each. 

16 May 2018

Professional Open Mornings 
Open mornings at New Struan School offer an opportunity for 
professionals to visit the school and learn more about our approach 
to supporting young people with autism to learn and develop.  
The mornings run from 9.30am – 12pm and are free to attend. 

21 May 2018

To book your place at a Network Day or Open Morning,  
visit: www.scottishautism.org/events

50th Anniversary 
Conference
In celebration of our 50th Anniversary, we will be hosting  
a 50th Anniversary Conference, Innovation in Autism Practice:  
The Future is Calling from the 8th - 9th November at the  
Grand Central Hotel in Glasgow. 

Over the last 50 years, our services have evolved in line with our 
growing knowledge of autism practice, and so the aim of our 
conference is to provide a platform for sharing visionary approaches 
to the development of autism practice.

Our programme will be influenced and informed by a contemporary 
view that embraces autism as a developmental difference and focuses 
on a capacity view of the individual. There will be a focus on novel 
practice related research that demonstrates the meaningful 
participation of, or that has been led by autistic individuals. 

The conference will be of interest to Researchers, Practitioners, 
Autistic people, Parents, Carers, Commissioners and Policy makers.

You can find out more about our conference and register your interest 
at www.scottishautismconference.org

We also have a range of sponsorship packages available.  
Please contact fran.miele@scottishautism.org for more information.


